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government from the Emperor, but they wanted Bohemia to
remain within the " Greater Germany " that was being re-
modelled at Frankfort. As a counter-move to the Pan-German
movement the Czechs organised a Pan-Slav Congress at
Prague, to which representatives came from Moravia, Poland,
Ruthenia and Croatia. But it was paralysed by the language
difficulty, and could do little beyond exchanging fraternal
greetings—in German, the only tongue the delegates all
understood!
Unfortunately the mere presence of the Congress in Prague
encouraged the hostility of the Czechs towards the Imperial *
troops of the garrison, commanded by Count windischgratz,
who was an unpopular incarnation of Austrian militarism.
Street-fighting gave the commander an excuse to withdraw his
men from the city and to bombard it into submission with
artillery. Slav and Teuton became once more brothers in
distress ; and to complete their distraction a terrible fire broke
out. A few days later Windischgratz rode in through the
mined streets and announced the indisputable fact that the
rebellion was now over.
The German liberals who had captured the Imperial
Government at Vienna were as glad to hear of the overthrow
of the Bohemian liberals as they had been to hear of the defeat
of the Italians. But when they sent a message of congratulation
to Windischgratz his reply must have chilled their ardour. He
declined to regard his success as the triumph of Teuton over
Slav—he had merely subdued a rebellion, he said. This was
a broad hint that the Austrians might share the fate of the
Bohemians if they went too far; and it was not long before the
veiled threat was fulfilled.
At Vienna racial jealousies were as fatal to the liberals as at
Prague. The Emperor had granted them their heart's desire—
a parliament elected by universal suffrage; but the result of
the elections gave them a shock, for a substantial majority of
the deputies were Slavs. Democracy did not seem so sacred to
them if it involved the loss of Teutonic ascendancy among the

